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What’s different? 

Our Standards of Practice already include Restricted Activities. This proposed Standard 8: 

• updates the name of our regulation when it is amended and approved by Government

• moves section 13 Restriction out of the Dental Assistants Profession Regulation into Standard 8

8 Restricted Activities 
8.1 The Dental Assistants Profession Regulation [replace with name of new regulation] authorizes Dental 

Assistants to perform restricted activities including exposing radiographs, dental probing, preliminary 

fitting of complete or partial dentures, preliminary fitting of periodontal appliances, preliminary fitting 

of orthodontic appliances and scaling. Regardless of direction and supervision, Dental Assistants are 

responsible and accountable for all restricted activities they perform. 

Criteria 
8.2 Dental Assistants 

a) must be authorized by the Health Professions Act and the College to perform restricted activities;

b) are granted authorization to perform restricted activities only after successfully completing required

formal education and training;

c) when performing a restricted activity, require supervision by a dentist, dental hygienist or denturist

authorized to perform the restricted activity. The supervising professional must be on site and

available to assist; and,

d) must refuse to perform restricted activities not authorized to them by the Health Professions Act and

the College;8 and,

e) must limit themselves in performing restricted activities to those activities that they are competent

to perform and to those that are appropriate to the regulated member’s area of practice and the

procedure being performed.

8 The College grants authorization for each skill based on formal education and training. Not all dental assistants are 
authorized to perform all restricted activities in the Dental Assistants Profession Regulation [replace with name of new 
regulation]. Check the Dental Assistant Registry to confirm eligibility to perform specific activities including restricted 
activities. 
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What’s different? 

Our Standards of Practice already include Supervision. This proposed Standard 9: 

• moves section 14 Students of the Dental Assistants Profession Regulation into Standard 9

• replaces the first sentence of section 9.1 of the Standard with the content from section 14 of the

Regulation

• renumbers the second and third sentence of section 9.1 as 9.2

• clarifies in section 9.2 b) that Registered Dental Assistant may only supervise students or Provisional

Dental Assistants performing restricted activities when in an approved education setting

9 Supervision 
9.1 Dental Assistants registered on the General Register may supervise students enrolled in a Council-

approved dental assisting program and/or Dental Assistants on the Provisional Register. A Dental 

Assistant who is eligible to and consents to supervise is responsible to ensure the delivery of safe and 

appropriate care by the person(s) they are supervising. The supervising Dental Assistant will help the 

supervised person to reflect on their practice and evaluate outcomes to achieve current standard of care 

and best practices. 

9.1 Students 

A student who is enrolled in a dental assisting program approved by the Council is permitted to perform 

the restricted activities under the supervision of a regulated member registered on the general register 

or courtesy register. 

9.1.1 The supervising regulated member must: 

a) be on-site with the student while the student is performing the restricted activity,

b) be available to assist the student in performing the restricted activity as required; and,

c) be authorized to perform the restricted activity.

9.1.2 A regulated member who is undertaking a program of studies approved by the Council for scaling of 

teeth is permitted to perform the restricted activity of cutting a body tissue or performing surgical or 

other invasive procedures on body tissue in or below the surface of teeth for the purpose of scaling teeth 

under the on-site supervision of the following who are able to assist: 

a) a dental assistant who is authorized to perform the restricted activity;

b) a dentist who is authorized to perform the restricted activity; and,

c) a dental hygienist who is authorized to perform the restricted activity.

9.2 Dental Assistants 

A Dental Assistant who is eligible to and consents to supervise is responsible to ensure the delivery of safe 

and appropriate care by the person(s) they are supervising. The supervising Dental Assistant will help the 
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supervised person to reflect on their practice and evaluate outcomes to achieve current standard of care 

and best practices. 

Criteria 
9.2 Dental Assistants on the General Register 

a) may supervise dental assisting students and Provisional Dental Assistants;

b) despite 9.2 a), shall not supervise performance of restricted activities in a community or private

practice dental setting;

c) must consent to supervise;

d) must remain on site and be available to assist when supervising; and,

e) must be authorized to perform the supervised services.

9.3 Dental Assistants on the Provisional Register are not eligible to supervise dental assisting students or 

other Provisional Dental Assistants. 
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What’s different? 

Our Standards of Practice don’t currently include continuing competence. This proposed Standard 18: 

• moves high-level continuing competence requirements from section 15 through 18 of the Dental

Assistants Profession Regulation into our Standards of Practice as a new Standard 18

The proposed Standard 18 includes these existing high-level requirements: 

• Dental Assistants must participate in continuing competence

• each year, Dental Assistants must:

o complete a self-assessment

o create a learning plan

o complete (at least two*) learning objectives and record their learning activities with

verification

• Council may recommend rules for the competence program

• the Competence Committee must periodically review and evaluate (audit) Dental Assistants’

competence program records

In addition to Standard 18, we will develop a Competence Program Manual. The Manual will contain details 

about the competence program requirements to support Dental Assistants as they participate in the competence 

program. It will be available after Standard 18 is in place. 

*The number of learning objectives will be included in the Competence Program Manual. Current competence

requirements also include 300 dental assisting practice hours in a three-year period, which will also be in the

Manual.

18 Continuing Competence Program 
18.1 Dental Assistants engage in continuing competence activities to enhance the provision of services to 

their patients and to remain current in knowledge and application of that knowledge. Competence 

means the combined knowledge, skills, attitudes and judgement required to provide professional 

services. 

Program Requirements 
18.2 Dental Assistants must annually complete the number of learning objectives determined by Council, 

from time to time. For information on acceptable learning activities, Dental Assistants must consult the 

Competence Program Manual. 

Annual Form 
18.3 As part of the continuing competence program, Dental Assistants must complete on an annual basis, in 

a form satisfactory to the Competence Committee: 

a) a self-assessment,

b) a learning plan with the required number of learning objectives; and,
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c) a list of continuing competence activities undertaken and supporting documentation.

A Dental Assistant must, on the request of the Competence Committee, submit anything referred to in 

this section to the Competence Committee. 

Program Rules 
18.4 The Council may recommend, from time to time, rules governing: 

a) eligibility of an activity to qualify as professional development towards fulfilling a learning

objective,

b) requirements that Dental Assistants participate in a specified number of professional development

activities,

c) transfer of learning objectives earned in one year to the following year,

d) consequences for non-compliance with the program; and,

e) the continuing competence program.

Rules Distribution 
18.5 The rules and any amendments to the rules established by the Council must be made available by the 

College to Dental Assistants to the public, the Minister, regional health authorities and any person who 

requests them. 

Review and Evaluation 
18.6 The Competence Committee must periodically select Dental Assistants in accordance with criteria 

established by the Council for a review and evaluation of all or part of the Dental Assistant’s continuing 

competence program. 

Non-Compliance 
18.7 Failure to comply with the competence program and requirements may result in the registrant being 

ineligible to renew their registration and practice permit and may result in referral for unprofessional 

conduct. 

Competence Manual 
18.8 Dental Assistants can access further details and policies and procedures supporting the continuing 

competence program in the Competence Program Manual. 
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